
 
 
 
 
 

Neighborhood Habitat 
Assessment 
Become a biologist and investigate 

wildlife habitat in your 

neighborhood! 

 

Activity Summary 
All wildlife need appropriate habitat, 
or an area that provides food, water, 
shelter, space, and air. A certain 
quality and quantity of these habitat 
elements is needed to support a 
species. What kind of species do 
your surroundings support? Perform 
a habitat assessment of a local area and make a 
prediction about what kind of wildlife could call 
it home. 

Directions 
1. Choose a location to do your habitat 

assessment. 
2. Review habitat requirements of wildlife 

(above) and review carnivores, 
herbivores, and omnivores. 

a. Carnivores eat other animals 
b. Herbivores only eat plants 
c. Omnivores eat plants and animals 

3. Use the sheet attached to perform your assessment, and record your observations. 
4. While making your assessment, consider these questions: 

a. Are there any wildlife already present? What makes this site good habitat for 
that wildlife? 

b. What plants are around this area? Trees, shrubs, grass, vines, plants coming out 
of water? 

c. How does the size and shape of plants give you a clue about what wildlife use 
your site as habitat? 
 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in 
your posts.  



 
d. Is there water available at this site or close by? 
e. Could there be any predators around? Is there good shelter for wildlife to hide 

from predators at this site? 
f. Is there food available for herbivores, carnivores, and omnivores? 

5. Make a prediction about what kind of wildlife your site would support. Circle animals 
from the “site suitability” list on the attached sheet. You can write in additional animals 
that you think would be a good fit too! 

6. Further exploration:  
a. Choose an animal on the site suitability list that you don’t think would be a good 

fit for your site and research where their habitat can be found! 
b. Research an animal that you saw during your investigation. What does it need 

for a good habitat? Does it make sense that you saw it in your neighborhood?  

 
Location 
Your yard, a neighborhood park, a local creek, or the sidewalk in front of your house. Check in 
with an adult about where to go, or ask them to come with you! 

Supplies 
● Pencil 
● The assessment sheet attached 
● Clipboard or other hard surface to write on (optional) 
● Binoculars (optional) 

Additional resources and related activities 
1. “What Is a Habitat?” video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrSWYE37MJs 
2. Learn about why San Francisco Bay is a great habitat: “What is an Estuary? Now you 

Know!” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLumSN4G5P4 

3. “African Habitats Virtual Field Trip” video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EisbpmGmDk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in 
your posts.  
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KIDS for the BAY  
Neighborhood Habitat Worksheet 

 
Directions 

1. Record your observations about each habitat component in the appropriate box. 

2. Circle the wildlife that you think could make your site a home in the Site Suitability 

section below. 

 

 
 
Food 
 
 
 

  
 
Water 

 

 
 
Shelter 
 
 
 

  
 
Space 

 

 
 
Air 
 
 
 

  
 
Other 

 

 

Site Suitability 
 

 

 

Owl                                Shark                        Rabbit                         Grasshopper                      Vulture  

Black Bear                    Mouse                      Salmon                        Bluejay                               Coyote 

Deer                              Turkey                       Moose                        Mountain lion                   Octopus 

Bobcat                          Squirrel                     Eagle                           Butterfly                             Scorpion 

Woodpecker                Crow                          Fox                              Crab                                     Cow 

Other animals: _________________________________________________________________ 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in 
your posts.  


