
 
 

 
 
Natural Art 
 

Activity Summary 
Create an art piece with natural objects that you find on the 
ground in your yard or neighborhood.  

Directions 
1. Search for interesting objects in the world around you. Be 

careful not to hurt any living things, and only pick up 
things that are already on the ground, like fallen leaves.  

2. Arrange the items in an interesting pattern. Your design 
can be abstract, like the photo to the right, or represent 
another object, like a plant or animal.  

3. Admire your work and consider:  
○ What do all the pieces have in common?  
○ How is your favorite item different from the rest?  
○ How many different types of objects does your artwork include?  
○ How are these objects used in nature? For example, a feather helps a bird fly.  
○ How many pieces were biotic (living, like leaves) and how many are abiotic (not living, 

like rocks)?  
4. Share your work with a friend or family member, or draw or take a photograph to remember it. 
5. Gently return all your pieces to where you found them so they can continue being part of the 

natural world. Your art objects may become food or shelter for another organism.  

Location 
Your yard, a neighborhood park or the sidewalk in front of your house. Check in with an adult about 
where to go, or ask them to come with you! 

Supplies 
● You’ll need your eyes to look for treasures and your hands to arrange them.  
● Camera or pencil and paper to remember your art (optional) 

Additional resources and related activities 
● Andy Goldworthy creates amazing pieces of art with natural objects he finds outdoors. Look at 

his work for inspiration: https://www.boredpanda.com/land-art-andy-goldsworthy/ 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in your posts. 
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