
 
 

 
 
Mini Habitat Windows 
 

Activity Summary 
Investigate, draw and describe a mini habitat in your own yard or 
neighborhood! 

Directions 
1. Decide which natural area in your yard or neighborhood 

you want to explore and check in with an adult about your 
choice. 

2. Make your habitat window by connecting an 
approximately six foot long item (a length of string or a 
scarf) into a circle about two feet across. This will be your habitat window area to investigate. 

3. Look very closely all around your mini habitat and consider: 
a. What biotic factors (living things) are present, like plants and small animals? 
b. What abiotic factors (non-living things) are present, like rocks, soil and air?  
c. What do these biotic and abiotic factors provide in the habitat? Consider if they provide 

food, shelter, water or oxygen for other plants or animals in the habitat. 
d. Continue searching for small animals in the soil or under small rocks. Be very careful to 

lift any items very carefully and make sure not to harm any organisms (living things). Put 
any moved items back exactly where you found them after observing them. After all, 
you are visiting the special home of some animals!  

4. Sketch and color what you see in your mini habitat window in the attached worksheet.  
5. Label your drawing with what you found and what that item provides in the habitat.  

For example, for grass you could write:  ← Grass (oxygen and shelter for insects) 
6. Describe the habitat in the space below the circle. Consider answering these questions: 

a. What was the most interesting thing you found? What surprised you?  
b. What was the most common item in your habitat? 
c. What were some biotic factors that you found? 
d. What were some abiotic factors that you found? 
e. Do you think it is a healthy habitat? Did you find any evidence of pollution, like litter?  

7. Further explorations: 
a. Draw and label a food chain found in your habitat. A food chain shows how energy is 

transferred from one organism (living thing) to the next by being eaten. For example, 
grass is eaten by aphids which are eaten by ladybugs, so they form a connected food 
chain.  

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in your posts.  
 



 

b. Do another mini habitat window investigation in a different area and compare how the 
habitats are similar or different.  

Location 
Your yard, a neighborhood park or a stream bank near your house. Check in with an adult about where 
to go, or ask them to come with you! 

Supplies 
● A scarf, string, hula hoop or other item about 6 feet long to make your habitat window 
● The attached worksheet or a blank piece of paper to draw your mini habitat window 
● A pencil 
● Colored pencils or markers  
● A magnifying glass (optional) 

Additional resources and related activities 
● Learn more about habitats and how animals adapt to live in their habitats in this video: 

○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrSWYE37MJs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrSWYE37MJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrSWYE37MJs


KIDS for the BAY 
Mini Habitat Windows 

 
Draw and label your habitat in the circle above.  

Habitat description: ___________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in your posts.  
 


