
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energy Flows Scavenger Hunt 
All living things need energy to survive 
and all energy on planet earth is 
provided by the sun. This energy is 
constantly moving through all 
ecosystems. Witness these flows with 
your very own eyes! 
 

Activity Summary 
Search a local area for signs of energy 
flows through primary producers, 
consumers, and decomposers. How 
many examples can you find? 

Directions 
1. Review how energy flows 

through an ecosystem: 
a. Plants use energy from 

the sun to change water and carbon dioxide into sugars (or food). This process is 
called photosynthesis. Because plants make their own food, they are called 
primary producers.  

b. Organisms that eat plants or other animals are called consumers. Herbivores are 
consumers that eat only plants. Carnivores eat only other animals. Omnivores 
eat both plants and animals.  

c. One special kind of consumer is called a decomposer. All plants and animals die 
at some point and if it weren’t for decomposers, energy would get locked up in 
the dead organisms. Decomposers break down dead material and release 
nutrients back into the soil so that new plants can grow 

2. Walk around your location and look for the producers, consumers, and decomposers 
listed on the energy flow diagram attached. Circle examples that you find. 

a. Feel free to write new examples that you see on the document too! 
3. After you have completed your scavenger hunt, consider these questions: 

a. Can humans make their own energy? 
b. How does a tree get its energy? 
c. How is energy in living things returned back to the soil? 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in 
your posts. 



d. Why can’t animals make their own energy? 
e. What was the most common producer, consumer, and decomposer you found 

on your scavenger hunt? 
4. Further exploration: Draw a unique energy flow diagram for the area you did the 

scavenger hunt in! 

Location 
Your yard, a neighborhood park, or a local creek. Check in with an adult about where to go, or 
ask them to come with you! 

Supplies 
● A pencil 
● The energy flows scavenger hunt attachment (see the following page for this 

document) 
● Clipboard if available 

Additional resources and related activities 
1. Photosynthesis video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPBMG5EYydo 
2. The Energy Cycle video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUnRMpM-C8s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in 
your posts. 
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