
 
 

 
 
Cloud Spotting 
 

Activity Summary 
Become a nephologist, or 
a scientist that studies 
clouds, by learning to 
identify the clouds above 
you! 

Location 
Your yard, a 
neighborhood park or 
your front porch! Check in 
with an adult about where 
to go, or ask them to 
come with you! 

Directions 
1. Grab your supplies and find a place to do the activity outside! 
2. Go outside and observe the clouds while considering the following: 

a. How high do the clouds appear to you? 
b. What shapes do the clouds form? 
c. Do the clouds seem to be producing any rain or lightning?  
d. Do the clouds remind you of any other shape, like animal or object? 

3. Carefully draw your observations. 
4. Label your drawings with the types of clouds you find. Scientists always take careful notes. You 

can add details about the temperature, wind and time of day too. 
5. Further explorations: 

a. Return every hour to see if the clouds have changed. 
b. Return every day to see how the clouds and weather change over a week or month. 
c. Keep a journal of all the clouds you see and try to find all the types in the diagram.  
d. Go to this guide to help figure out how nephologists decide which cloud is which. 

Supplies 
● A pencil and notebook to draw what you see 

Share your experience with us!  
Email kidsforthebay@gmail.com to share photos, videos, comments or questions.  
Tag us on Instagram and Facebook @kidsforthebay. Use #EveryoneisanEnvironmentalist in your posts.  
 

https://cloudatlas.wmo.int/cloud-identification-guide.html


 

● Sunglasses or hat so you can look up easily on a sunny day (optional) 

Additional resources and related activities 
● Look for the Homemade Rain Gauge activity on our website to measure the rain that comes 

from clouds! 
● Watch this “The Science of Clouds” video to learn more about cloud types and how clouds are 

made 
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnL5LPil77M 

● Visit this guide by the International Meteorological Organization to see how each cloud is 
different 

○ https://cloudatlas.wmo.int/cloud-identification-guide.html 
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